Grade 9/MYP-4 Phase 3 English Language Acquisition

In grade 9 Phase 3, we have “Abilities and Opportunities” as our first unit. For this unit, we focused on a
teenager named Michael Oher who became a successful football player despite his disadvantageous
background. Students found out about the opportunities that led to his success.

They also thought about the barriers that they overcame in the past. They posted their answers on an

interactive website.

The biggest barrier prevented you from being
successful is fear in our body because we think
"what if i fail?”" and its blocks our way to being
successful.

talking english in 3 grade but then ilearned to
speak english and then years later in 5 grade i
forgot to speak english but then i learned again

| dont have patience soo much

in the primary school 1 want to fastest kid in the
school but my friend doruk was abig obstacle.
Because he is the fast kidin the school

Student reflections on abilities and opportunities: What were the biggest barriers that prevented you from
being successful at something you wanted to? What do you think caused these obstacles?

We, then, discussed about our needs in life with “Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs.” Before they learned
anything about Maslow’s theory, | wanted them to think about “what we need for a good life”. We

created a word cloud together with their answers.

What do we need for a good life?

Self-actualization

Safety needs

Physiological needs

my loved ones

internet ¢
happiness : § b
health
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being happy

Student reflections on abilities and opportunities:

What do we need for a good life?




Grade 9/MYP-4 Phase 4 English Language Acquisition

The first unit of the year is on “Happiness and Fulfillment” so we spend a lot of time looking into topics
like:

e What makes us happy? What makes us unhappy?
e What as a society do we value?

e Does money buy happiness?

e Can happiness be learned or achieved?

e Does talking about unhappiness affect us?

e How does social media affect our happiness?

Students really enjoy talking about Turkish society as a whole and how Turkish society views happiness.
Additionally, we talk about things we go through as teens and how that affects our mental state. All of
these topics lead up to our first novel, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is about a
teen who struggles with his own identity and happiness as he joins a new school outside of his usual
environment. To this extent, we complete the following activity by looking at a cartoon of a teenager’s
brain and then creating our own rendition of what we as teenagers go through.

ANATOMY oF A
TEENAGER'S
BRAIN




Grade 9 (MYP-4) Phase 5 English Language Acquisition

Our first unit is entitled “Belonging” and we are looking into the concepts of identity and belonging
through our own and immigrants’ life experiences. We explored Ireland’s “Belonging Project” which

tries to get locals to see immigrants as individuals and not as “others”, and we listened to different
immigrants talk about their experiences of belonging. We have also begun reading the play “Master
Harold”...and the boys by Athol Fugard, which explores the concepts of identity and belonging in 1950s
Apartheid South Africa. Students have explored places and groups they belong to, their feelings about
not belonging, and things that would represent home and belonging to them if they moved away for
university.

Ifl were to go abroad I would either a picture of my mother to remind me of her or a Turkish flag or both.

I would bring my classical guitar with me. For |, have been playing that instrument for over 8 years and |
believe that it has been carved into my very ldentity

1 would bring a seashell from Antalya to college with me because it reminds me of the times I"'ve spend with
my grandparents and basically my whole family. Every time I look at those seashells it reminds me of my
family and the fun we had in the holidays. Also Antalya is one of my favourite places in Turkey so I would like

to remember Antalya when I look at the seashell.

WOULD BRING MY LUCKY BRACELET WITH ME SECAUSE IT REMINDS ME OF MANY THINGS WHICH ARE
REALLY MEANINGFUL TO ME.

had to immigrate to another country, | would probably take a few postcards which has some pictures

>rent citie n urkey to remind me Tt would ok at them every time | miss my unt

If | am going to go abroad for university in Canada, | think | would bring my team'’s jersey. | would bring it
with me because it reminds me my memories in our practices and my memories with my teammates

1 would probably bring my phone because i would have pictures from Turkey and would have the phone
numbers of my friends and family in Turkey. So if 1 got homesick | could just look at old pictures or talk
to the people | miss.

If 1 had to go abroad for college | would bring one of my childhood photos so |l can remember my
childhood in Turkey.

I WERE G NG \ | R EIGT LINTRY I El I DUATING HIGH H N LIE 1
I K E MY FAN 1R TUIR E H KS Bi ALISE EN Y B WSING KB K S NLD

Y =4 1 BY . F THEM | R MY FRIEND

I would bring my rollerskates and my favorite board game, Cluedo. T would bring my rollerskates because
I skate with my friends while chatting at least once a week and I have many memories rollerskating in
beautiful places so that if 1 ever skate anyvwhere else, T would remember those happy moments. And
Cluedo is usually the game we play when we want to spend time together as a family so it would remind

me of my family no matter where I am.

The ebject | brought was Turkish delight It is a soft candy that tastes amazing. | brought it because it reminded me
of my home hack in Turkey. We ate some almost everyday and | loved them.

If i would go to abroad for university i would bring a photo of Turkeys flag . I would want to
remember my country and i think that it would remind me of Turkey so when I miss my
country I could just ook at that photo and remember my happy memories there.

i€ i were to leave Teorkeg and ge asbread, i weeld take with me myg grandmea's
painting of our seommer howse becawse it is meg Taveerite place in the weoerld and i

weeld like €to remember it.

I would bring an Evil Eye necklace because its most common around turkey so it kinda represents turkey

as well as reminding me of my family because my parents used to make me carry one around. I broke it

Student reflections on identity and belonging: If you moved to another country for university, what object
would you take?



http://www.thebelongingproject.org/gallery

Grade 10 /MYP-5 Phase 4 English Language Acquisition

In grade 10 Phase 4, we have “What is your ikigai?” as our first unit. For this unit, we focused on the
concept of ikigai which refers to one’s purpose in life in Japanese. Students tried to define the ideal
work in their mind which would help them find their own ikigai.

Define the "ideal” work life in your mind.

work in home

fun

oflce

consentrate
hard work
house work

We continued with some relatively new concepts of working such as freelance and flexible working
hours. They expressed their stance on the changing conditions of working life in the 21 century through
an opinion essay. Below is one of the opinion essays:

“Having flexible working hours is the most important aspect of a good job.”

Most people describe a good job as being comfortable and affordable. | both agree and disagree
with this idea. Have advantagesin both direction. Although the flexible working hour is attractive, | think
it has some disadvantages. At the same time, working at home can bore you after a while.

Many people see working from home as a better opportunity. | also agree with some aspects
with the idea of working at home because it saves time off the road and also offers the opportunity to
work comfortably. Saving time off the road saves you more time. Working comfortablyis good for
people because you avoid many things like stress.

Even though people choose to work comfortably, there are some downsides to this. For
example, constantly working from home can prevent !you from concentrating on your work. In addition,
your motivation may decrease or your desire to work may be lost due to the inability to socialize and

communicate with your friends at work.

To summarize, both have advantages and disadvantages. it leads to some things in two choices.
Whichever you choose, you will be deprived of some things.

Student reflections on one’s purpose in life (ikigai): What is your definition of an ideal work? What do you
think about the changing conditions of working life in 21°* century?




Grade 10 /MYP-5 Phase 5 English Language Acquisition

In our first unit “My identity is my brand”, we are investigating how changing

contexts and points of view affect our identity. Over the first few weeks, we
have learned about brands, branding methods, logos and slogans and have
researched how similar products are advertised by different companies. We
also began reading “Divergent” by Veronica Roth and are learning about
literary devices like foreshadowing, metaphors, similes, character analysis

and setting. Using the dystopian society in “Divergent”, we will look at how
factions brand themselves through the use of manifestos, slogans, symbols
and logos. We will then create our own faction and brand it as a way of

communicating that faction’s identity.

DIVERGENT

YRK TIMES

BESTSELLER

A ROTI

TASK 1

Consider 2 Facebook pages for companies thatyou like, orsearch for2
Facebook pages for different companies that have a brand which you
are familiarwith. These can be food orclothing companies, orany
othercompany with a recognizable brand.

* Identify the key features of each FBE page
— Brand name, brand logo, brand promise, brand personality, brand
promise

* Explain how brandingis used. Focusonthe language thatis used.
What kind of words can you identity?

* How dothe words helpto brandthe product?

Literary Analysis: SYMBOLS

Abnegation Amity Candor Dauntless Erudite
endurance, representsthe represents a metaphor for life,
stability, entirenatural clarityand pain, fuelfor | transcendence
permanence, to world, truth, fragility | thefire, daring, | ofthe earthly
be grounded without soil butalso bravery, condition
and connected | thereisnofood, | protectionand burning,
withthe earth no life. strength consuming

Grade 10 / MYP-5 Language and Literature

The first unit of the year is on “Language and Perspectives” so we spend a lot of time looking into topics

like:

e Whatis culture?

e Whatis a belief system?

e Whatis point of view?

e How do people express their perspectives?
e How are belief systems formed?

e What kind of practices define a community/culture?

e When is language used to exclude/include?




Students explore different perspectives and look for different ways of looking at concepts and issues.
These topics lead up to our first novel, Things Fall Apart, which pictures pre-colonial life in the
southeastern part of Nigeria and how it was transformed with the arrival of Europeans during the late
19* century.To this extent, we discuss the claims and questions below:

1.Change is destructive.

Do you agree with this statement? Explain.

Can you think of a time when a major change destroyed something important in your life? Explain.
Can you think of a time when a major change improved your life? Explain.

2.Religion restricts behavior.

Do you agree with this statement? Explain.

Can you think of a time when religion kept you from doing something you wanted to do? Explain.
Can you think of a time when religion made your life better? Explain.

3.Social order demands conformity.

Do you agree with this statement? Explain.

Have you ever felt the need to go along with what others are doing? Explain.

Have you ever rebelled or felt like rebelling against what others demand of you? Explain.

4.Being a man is difficult.

What is your definition of manliness? Explain.

What pressures do men feel more strongly than women? Why do they feel these pressures? How might
they react to them?

5.Fear is destructive.

Do you agree with this statement? Explain.

Has fear ever kept you from doing something you wanted to do? Explain.

Have you ever overcome any fears in your life? What would have happened if you hadn't? Explain.

6.It is a son/daughter's duty to carry on family traditions.
Do you agree with this statement? Explain.

What traditions will you carry on from your family? Explain.
What family traditions will you leave behind? Explain.

In addition to these, students do research on the topics below in groups and prepare online posters:

1. Life of Chinua Achebe(How he came to write the novel Things Fall Apart)
Colonialism in Nigeria(What was life like before the Europeans arrived and how it changed after
their arrival.)

3. White Man’s Burden by Rudyard Kipling(The purpose of colonial writers)

4. Igbo Culture(Social life, norms and values of the society)

5. History of Nigeria(18™" and 19" century)
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Written by Rudyard Kipling at
3 4 1899, A poem about the
AN Philippine- American war.
° It was first published in ‘the times
Whlte (London)' ( February 4 1899) and
] then In ‘the New York sun’ (5
mans February 1899).
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Birth: 30 December

1865, Bombay

Death: 18

January 1938, London-England

He was an English

short-story writer, poet, and novelist
chiefly remembered for his
celebration

of British imperialism, his tales and
poems of British soldiers in India, and
his tales for children. He received the

Nobel Prize for Literature in 1907.
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